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Dallas still seeks lake
 

By Kelly Young

 

 
news@jacksonvilleprogress.com 
 
Nearly a year has passed since the Neches River National 
Wildlife Refuge was approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS), yet efforts by the city of Dallas and the state of 
Texas are still at work to attempt to ensure the refuge is short-
lived. 
 
Dallas filed a lawsuit in January to halt the creation of the 
refuge. As a result of that case, a moratorium has been 
instituted stopping the purchase of land to fill the 25,000-acre 
refuge. 
 
Dallas’ beef with the refuge is that it negates plans the city has 
to construct the Fastrill Reservoir on the same land for its own 
water needs. 
 
“I really expected this all to be a done-deal by now. I never 
expected that a year later we would still be doing this – I though 
we had it all sewed up last fall,” said Michael Banks, co-director 
of the Friends of the Neches River. “All this lawsuit has done is 
slow the process down, it hasn’t stopped the refuge at all. 
Hopefully Dallas will drop the lawsuit once they see that they 
can’t win, and that they are just wasting their time and money.” 
 
Banks has spoken with FWS representatives, and they have 
indicated to him that they have a strong case and will not be 
backing down. 
 
So far only preliminary steps have been taken in the suit, but 
Banks expects the proceedings to begin full-swing in the next 
two months. 
 
According to Banks, he doesn’t understand why the city of Dallas 
is so determined to make Fastrill Reservoir a reality. 
 
“The amount of energy they are spending to make Fastrill 
happen really doesn’t make sense considering the small amount 
of water that they would get from the reservoir. There are a lot 
of other avenues they could use for their water needs,” he said. 
“They could look into the reuse of water, water conservation and 
several other methods. They are currently paying a lot of lip 
service to water conservation, but when you drive around there 
you still see the a lot of lawns being watered in the middle of the 
day.” 
 
The Texas Senate is currently discussing Senate Bill 3, which 
includes the state’s water development plan. Part of the bill lists 
a series of water sites that, if passed, would designate these 
areas as uniquely suited to the state’s water needs. Although 
initially removed from the list, Fastrill Reservoir could make its 
way back on the list by way of a last-minute amendment. 
 
While he doesn’t believe being listed as unique in the state water 
plan will affect the pending lawsuit, Banks would certainly prefer 
that the reservoir be left out of the bill. 
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“We would definitely rather it not be listed in the site bill, but the 
judge is supposed to listen only to the arguments at hand, so I 
doubt it will have any influence in the case,” Banks said. “If we 
win the lawsuit then being included really doesn’t matter – they 
can’t do anything at Fastrill if we win the lawsuit. The federal 
government trumps the state, the federal government’s decision 
would supersede the state’s water plan.” 
 
The details of SB3 will need to be decided by next Tuesday when 
it will die if not passed. Banks expects the bill to be finalized in 
the next few days. 
 
“There are many more reasons to support the refuge than the 
reservoir. There is not a widespread movement in Texas for 
Fastrill Reservoir – all across East Texas there is a movement to 
protect our natural resources,” Banks said. “Lake Columbia is 
much further along than Fastrill, why doesn’t Dallas get involved 
in that? Cherokee County needs a lake and a refuge a lot more 
than it needs two more lakes.” 
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